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Natural 

Resources 

Topics

Overview of Natural 

Resources Evaluation

Recent clarifications with 

Federal Partners 

Lessons Learned

Upcoming clarifications and 

guidance

Other Initiatives 



Natural Resources Evaluation Overview

 Includes information on protected species and 

habitat, wetlands and essential fish habitat

When is an NRE required?

Formal/Informal Consultation for ESA

Wetland Impacts Requiring Standard or SAJ-92 

permit

Substantial adverse effects to EFH



Natural Resources Evaluation Overview

 Technical report for consultation/coordination 

with resource agencies

OEM reviews the NRE prior to resource agency 

submittal regardless of federal Class of Action.  

NREs for state funded projects do not require 

OEM review

 Information from the NRE is summarized and 

included in the Environmental Document



NRE Addendum

This is prepared when an agency requests 

additional information to be able to 

complete consultation on a project.

• Include agency comments

• Provide explanation of the 

revision/updates to the original NRE



Technical Memorandum

For protected species

• No effect

• Use of key that results in no further consultation

Wetlands

• Projects with impacts requiring a general or 

nationwide permit

EFH

• Impacts are minor



NRE 

Resources

PD&E Manual Part 1, 
Chapter 12

PD&E Manual Part 2, 
Chapters 9, 16 and 17

NRE Outline and 
Guidance Document



Recent 
Clarifications with 
Federal Partners 

and
Lessons Learned



Lead Agency 
for ESA 
Consultation 

Link: ESA Lead Agency Consultation Letter

https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/environment/pubs/esa-lead-agency-consultation.pdf?sfvrsn=a3102dd6_2


FDOT use of 
Species 
Programmatic 
Effect 
Determination 
Keys

Link: FDOT use of Species Programmatic Keys

https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/environment/pubs/fdot-use-of-programmatic-effect-determination-keys.pdf?sfvrsn=d4274c2f_2


No Effect Determinations 

Where FDOT determines that an action will have “no 

effect” on a listed species or critical habitat consultation 

with the Service(s) is not required. A “no effect” 

determination means no effect whatsoever (neither 

detrimental or beneficial) to a species or critical habitat, 

in the short term or long term. 



No Effect Determinations 

 As stated in the Endangered Species Consultation 

Handbook (USFWS and NMFS, 1998, E-21), “The ‘may 

affect’ evaluation looks not only at effects on the entire 

species or local management unit, but also considers 

the effect on individual members of the species. If even 

one individual may be affected, the biologist must 

conclude that there is a ‘may affect’ situation.”



FHWA Guidance

 FHWA, 2002. Management of the ESA Environmental 

Analysis and Consultation Process.

 “The endangered species analysis should be 

appropriate to the scope of the project.”

http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/ecosystems/laws_esaguide.asp

http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/ecosystems/laws_esaguide.asp


Clearly make effect determinations without the 

reliance on FDOT standard specifications. 

“FDOT Section 7-1.4: Compliance with Federal Endangered Species Act and 
other Wildlife Regulations will be adhered to, therefore no effect is determined 
for [species name].” 

“Because of…, the project is expected to have no effect on [species name]. 
Although the species is not expected to occur in the project area, FDOT 
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction Section 7-1.4: 
Compliance with Federal Endangered Species Act and other Wildlife 
Regulations will be adhered to.”

“Because of…, the project is expected to have no effect on [species name].”



FHWA Guidance

 Evaluations must consider impacts based on:

Ecological importance and distribution of affected species

 Intensity of potential impacts of the project. 

http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/ecosystems/laws_esaguide.asp

http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/ecosystems/laws_esaguide.asp


Documenting use of Species Keys



Documenting 

use of 

Species Keys



Documenting Essential Fish Habitat



Minor Transportation Activities 
Programmatic Agreement with 
USFWS 



Other OEM 

Clarifications 

and Guidance



Wild and Scenic, Study, NRI Rivers 

 Wild and Scenic: 

1) Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, District 4

2) Wekiva River, District 5

 Study River

Only current one in FL: St. Mary's River, District 2

 State Designated River

Myakka River , District 1

 Nationwide Rivers Inventory, National Parks Service 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/nationwide-rivers-inventory.htm

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/nationwide-rivers-inventory.htm


Wild and Scenic, Study, NRI Rivers NEPA  

Documentation

 Type 1 CE

✓ Does the project involve a Wild and Scenic River or Study River?

If yes, in the comment box summarize the results of coordination with OEM and NPS. Identify that there 

will be no direct or adverse effects on the values for which the river was designated.

There is involvement with a Wild and Scenic River or Study River if project activities are located within 

the river corridor (at least a quarter mile outside of the banks), across, or adjacent to (upstream, 

downstream, or on a tributary) the designated river segment.)



Wild and Scenic, Study, NRI Rivers NEPA  

Documentation

 Type 2 CE Form

 Please identify in the comment box all protected rivers present in the project limits.”

Include details to support this determination and identify if there are any other protected rivers 

present in the project limits. Any correspondence with NPS should be added to the project file 

in SWEPT.)



Permit Handbook 

and Appendices 



FDOT Species Special 

Provisions



Species Specific Special Provisions

Florida Black Bear 

Bald Eagle 

Sea Turtles 

Manatee

Smalltooth Sawfish

Sturgeon

Gopher Tortoise 

Eastern Indigo Snake

Released in January 2018



Seagrass Special Provision- July 2019 



Bat Special Provision- July 2019 



Bat Special Provision- July 2019 



Where to Find 

Special 

Provisions



Where to Find 

Special 

Provisions



Where to Find 

Special 

Provisions



Proposed Sea Turtle Special Provision

Work Zone Lighting 



Proposed Wildlife Sensitive Special 

Provision

Permanent Lighting 



Underwater Noise 

Research Project



UNF out on the 

water



Line of 

Buoys 



Wildlife Crossing Inventory

Develop model to identify wildlife 

crossing needs/priorities

South and Central Florida 

Structure Inventory

Possible Manual 



Monarch Butterfly



Monarch Butterfly
Candidate Conservation Agreement With Assurances



Milkweed

Asclepius tuberosa

Asclepius perennis

Asclepius amplexicaulis Asclepius humistrata

Asclepius veriagatta



Questions

Katasha Cornwell

katasha.conrwell@dot.state.fl.us

850-414-5206

Katie Britt

katherine.Britt@dot.state.fl.us

850-414-5259

Erica

mailto:katasha.conrwell@dot.state.fl.us
mailto:katherine.Britt@dot.state.fl.us

